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cted 1mportat10n of arms from Italy in 1921

( \ I cannot recall at nnat time in 1926 T first heard of the
”) progect. My recollection is that tne'fdrst'intination of it
came to us from G'H-Q- between the dates of the'first-informal
conference of Southern Brlgade officers and the date of the second
conference. | | . ‘ | | |
This first conference was held in the Southern part of o
Tipperary No. 3 Brigade area, as.farbas I‘remember,'and‘it t ook
blace on the initiative of the Cork and Tipperary Brigade. officers‘
ww1thout the knowledge of G.H.Q. | I am unable to. fix the’ date, but
' thlnk 1t was about October or November 1920 ‘ There was of course
no intention of keeplng 1t a secret from G H. Q ywhat I wish to
emphaslse_lt that Southern-Brlgade offlcers felt inpelled to'consult
tiogether at that stage on the best methods of developing the fight;
and did 80+ Seamus Robinson‘presided. Dan Breen and .Con Moloney
" from Tipp; 3 were'present“and Con'Moloney acted as Adjutant to the
Conference( Cork I was represented by Sean Q! Hegarty and myself
.Cork 2 by Llam Lynch and possibly another officer.. East Limerick
was represented by Denis Hannlgan and Tom Malone. I do not
remember if Cork 3 or Waterford were represented, but am fairly
‘sure Kerry was nota | |
The two pr1nc1pal matters considered were -
(a) The need' for more arms - partlcularly rliles,

.. {b) Means of spreadlng the fight so that the enemy would -
be unable to concentrate agalnst the a€tive areas.

My re€ollection is that 1t was dec1ded torpress G.H.@. to
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endeavour to procure arms, and to urge on them the necessity fOr.an
active development of the qulescent areas, and the creation’ of
machlnery for the co- ordlnatlon of act1v1t1es in neighbouring

Brlgades. It was the germ of the DlVlSlonal idea, which emerged

‘1n the follow1ng year.

Some time between that conference and the second one; which
was held in January 1921, Cork I Brigade was informed, how, I.do
not remember, that G.H.Q. had‘a project for the importation of arms -
a single cargo of some coneideratle quantity being envlsaged. -1
was 1nstructed to report to G H.Q. and informed that a Cork 3 |
wfflcer was to come also. o

Liam Deasy, Adjutant Cork 3 Brlgade, 301ned me in Cork about

1]

-11th December 1920 and we travelled by traln to Dublln a day or

_two later. We attended a meeting at Barry's Hotel Gardiners Row

at whlch a number: of G.H. Q. offlcers were present. I do not now
remember who they were. The project was dlscussed in some detail,
and the landing place settled, broadly, af some selected point on,
the West Cork coast in Cork 3 Brigade area. h

The question arose of sendlng an officer to Italy for the

-purpose of travelllng w1th the arms and of pllotlng the ship to ‘the

‘selected landlng place. It was-essentlal that he be an offleer
with.maratime experience. I euggeeted Comdt. Michael Leahy, then
Vice. 0/C. Cork No. I Brlgade. 'We Could i1l spare him atv the.r
time, but we regarded the progect as the most 1mportant effort to

obtain a substantlal quantlty of arms: undertaken since 1916 The



recommendation was accepted, and Coﬁdt. Leahy_travelled to Dublinlu
on the first stage'bf.his journey infthe early -days of 1921, '.’

When the second conference of Southern Brlgade offlcers took
place near Glanworth on 1lth January 1921 the project was one of
the pr1nc1pal matters under con31derat10n. Some plans were made
for the dlstrlbutlon and securlty of the expected arms. Tnere'was‘
2 larger attendance at this Conference, all the Cork Brigadeés and '
Waterford, Tlpperary and Fast leerlck being represented. ' |

The next formal discussion of plans in' conneétion with the
project wnich l‘remember took place after the formation of the-lst..
-Southern Divisdon .l It was a Conference of Cork I Cork 3 and Kerry
2 officers, held at Shanachrane, north of Dunmanﬁay, onl?tn April
1921. Liam Lynch presided,-and I, as DivisiOnal Ad jutant, acted
aslAdjutant to the meeting. Cork 3 Brlgade had by then completed
arrangements for the actual landing at Myross Strand, near Glandore
Harbour., Plans were made for the distribution of part of the
cargo northwards throngh Cork I and‘Gork 2 Brigade areas to Limerick
and Tlpperary..' Dumps capable of holdinp the whole expected quantity
were made 1n each Brlgade, so that the arms would be sucure in the
event of dlstrlbutlon being delayed by enemy action. It was
intended that Cork I,'and'l('_'.orkj Brigade Colums would cover the
landing,. and that all Battalions on the line of'mdtement northwards
nould be mobolised. The question of transport was worked out in
detail. Some portionlof'the arms was to go to Kerry, and ﬁumphrey

Murphy and John Joe Rice, dommandant and.Vice
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Commandant of Kerry 2 Brlgade attended the Conference.
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Lynch and

I met them and Sean O'Hegarty O/C Cork No. 1.4t Gougane ‘on the

mornlng.

.

‘ nlght before the Conference,rand traVelled South Wlth them next
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about the complete fallure of the prOJect at the Itallan end untll

after the Truce.'i
ever flxed.l
month or: so of the Shanachrane meetlng.
that we learned that Commandant Leahy actually arrlved back in ;ﬁﬂ'.
Dublln on the day we' met at Shanachrane.

progect falled in Italy.ﬁs
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We d1d contemplate 1t however,_as belng w1thln a
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It was after the Eruce

I do not know why the
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I do not thlnk that a spe01f1c 1and1ng date was
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My recollectlon is that we’ dld not have-any deflnlte 1nformatlon f:
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